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This document is a progress report to provide an update on the deliverables for the missing 
and murdered indigenous persons (MMIP) research project. The goal of this project is to (a) 
understand the data and conditions relative to murdered and missing indigenous persons in 
Wyoming, (b) identify barriers to reporting and investigation, and (c) make 
recommendations for improving awareness of the problem, reporting, and investigation.

Deliverables
The following outline shows specific tasks, milestones, and status update.  
 

Description Status

-up  

Host/Facilitate up to two meetings in 
Cheyenne with DVS to discuss project 
purpose, core evaluation questions, 
data sources, potential respondents, 
and methodology.  Obtain approval of 
work plan to include timeline, final 
deliverables, and responsible parties. 

Complete 
January 2020

Timeline extended to December 2020 
due to COVID-19

 

WYSAC will identify existing databases 
including the National Crime 
Information Center (NCIC), the 
National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons 
System (NamUs), and the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women 
Database to obtain data on unsolved 
missing persons, homicides, deaths in 
custody, and suspicious deaths of 
American Indian or Alaska Natives. 

 
The Wyoming Division of Criminal 
Investigation (DCI) does not receive 
crime information from the Wind River 
Reservation because the Wind River 
police department is a federal agency. 
Missing persons reports are received 
via NCIC. WYSAC will review the data 
available through NCIC and will seek to 
collaborate with the Wind River police 

On-going as 
of September
2020 

Contacted state and federal agencies 
to determine availability of 
administrative data. 

 
Worked with Wyoming Vital Statistics 
Services to draft data use agreement 
needed to obtain death certificate 
data. 
 
Obtained and analyzed death 
certificate data 
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department to review their existing 
data.

C

WYSAC will host up to four focus 
groups, 15 interviews, and two 
community town hall meetings (to be 
conducted over the phone to mitigate 
transportation barriers for 
participants). During these meetings, 
WYSAC will facilitate discussions on 
the needs of the community related to 
MMIP, the resources available to assist 
in finding MMIP, the 
barriers/challenges informants face 
when reporting, and suggestions on 
improving the reporting and 
investigation process. 

On-going as
of September
2020 

Data Collection Tools have been 
created. 
 
Feedback on tools received from tribal 
contacts. 
 
Feedback on tools received from 
Urban Indian Health Institute 
 
UW IRB approval obtained for focus 
groups and town hall meetings  
 
Requests for letters of approval of the 
family interview process submitted to 
tribal council 
 
Tribal Council reviewed the letter of 
intent and requested additional 
information.  
 
Additional information provided to 
Tribal Council 
 
Contact list requested from tribal 
contacts 
 
Task Force Contact List received from 
DVS 
 
Data Collection plan revised to 
account for COVID-19 response 

7 key stakeholders have been 
interviewed in lieu of holding focus 
groups.  

To assess media coverage of MMIP in 
Wyoming, WYSAC will complete both a 
quantitative and qualitative content 
analysis of local and state (archival and 
online) media coverage of missing and 
murdered indigenous persons (MMIP) 
including text, images, video clips, 
shares, likes, re-tweets, and reader 
comments. WYSAC will analyze online 

On-going as 
of September
2020 

Completed data collection for content 
analysis.

 
Cleaned data 
 
Began preliminary analysis 
 
Completed literature review 
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content from Wyoming newspapers as 
well as archival content available from 
Wyoming Newspapers, an online 
database from the Wyoming State 
Library that allows users to search 
digital records from historical and 
archived Wyoming newspapers. This 
analysis will examine both literal 
content (word frequencies, number of 
words, likes, shares, hashtags, etc.) and 
manifest content to uncover latent 
meanings.

Developed Code Book for qualitative 
analysis

  

WYSAC will write a comprehensive 
report on the study for the Wyoming 
Division of Victim Services and the 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Persons Task Force. The 
comprehensive report will include 
sections on methodology, findings, and 
recommendations.  WYSAC’s graphic 
designer will also produce a 
distributable 4-page executive 
summary for other stakeholders and 
the general public.  

Not Started 
as of 
September
2020 


